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Habitat for Humanity Christchurch’s Submission on the 
Productivity Commission’s draft report – Better Urban 
Planning 

 

Habitat for Humanity Christchurch would like to thank the Productivity Commission for the 

opportunity to comment on its draft Better Urban Planning report. We would like to 

applaud the Productivity Commission on investigating how the wellbeing of the New 

Zealand population can be improved by better urban planning. 

We are happy to further discuss any comments made in the submission. If you wish to get in 
contact with the organisation regarding the submission, please contact: 

Peter Taylor, General Manager 
Habitat for Humanity (Christchurch) 
peter@habitatchch.org.nz 

About Habitat for Humanity Christchurch 

Habitat for Humanity New Zealand is an advocate for affordable housing. The organisation 
believes that ‘everyone deserves a decent place to live’ and within New Zealand we work 
with low income families to give them a hand up to owning their own affordable home. 
Providing affordable housing and the benefits a warm, safe, affordable home brings to a 
family is key to our mission. Habitat for Humanity Christchurch (HfHChch), as an affiliate, 
has built 27 affordable houses and the organisation considers itself a thought-leader and 
advocate for affordable housing in Christchurch.  

Submission Points 

Improving people’s wellbeing  
Habitat for Humanity believes that everyone deserves a decent place to live, and a well-
planned city plays a major role in achieving this. HfHChch agrees with the report’s statement 
‘when cities function well, they provide greater access to and choices of housing…’. Access to 
housing is vital to a city’s occupants’ wellbeing and how they carry out their lives. HfHChch 
supports the report’s emphasis on providing a choice of housing as there is a need of a 
diverse housing stock to cater for all residents. The Productivity Commission recognised in 
its Using Land for Housing Report that the average number of occupants per household is 
decreasing. We believe this requires the need to promote smaller houses and more diversity 
in the housing stock. The traditional large single storey detached houses require more land 
and are therefore less affordable. It is also important to recognise that affordable homes are 
not only required by large families but also by single occupants and couples. Therefore, 



  

 

the promotion of smaller houses and a more diverse housing stock will not only be more 
suitable to the decreasing household numbers but also promote more affordable homes.  

 
In summary, HfHChch applauds the Productivity Commission’s inquiry to promote well-
functioning cities and how this will help achieve Habitat’s vision. 
 

A forward-thinking, responsive and adaptive future planning system 
HfHChch agrees with the report’s statement of ‘a future planning system should be 

forward-looking, responsive and adaptive’. As previously stated, housing is essential to 

people’s wellbeing and cannot be slowed down by unprepared and timely planning 

processes. As demographics change and populations grow a city and its housing have to 

respond quickly and accordingly. HfHChch agrees with the below statements and 

recommendation:  

‘A future planning system should facilitate development and changes in urban land 

use, ensure enough development capacity is provided to meet demand, and 

promote the mobility of people and goods to and through cities.’  

‘What characteristics should an urban planning system have?..... openness to 

change and growth; sufficient development capacity to meet demand from 

households and businesses; and accessibility by residents to jobs and other 

activities. 

R7.1 Future urban planning legislation should clearly prioritise responding to 

growth pressures, providing land use flexibility, and supporting the ability of 

residents to easily move through their city. 

Furthermore, from HfHChch’s perspective it is important to consider location, and for 

planning processes to promote intensification as a way to reduce the costs for its residents. 

A large aspect of affordability is living costs, therefore being close to jobs and amenities will 

reduce the need for other costs such as cars.  

To further encourage the development of housing through a forward-thinking and adaptive 

planning system, HfHChch agrees with the below recommendation. 

R7.2 Information about land price should be a central policy and monitoring tool in 

any future planning system, and should drive decisions on the release, servicing and 

rezoning of development capacity. 

In summary, HfHChch applauds the Productivity Commission’s recommendations to 

prioritise responding to growth pressures, providing land use flexibility and responding to 

land prices. It is hoped that these would help achieve Habitat’s vision by encouraging 

developments and meeting housing demands. 

Status Quo and Risk Aversion discourage development 
HfHChch agrees with the below finding which inhibits developments that could provide 

affordable homes. 

F7.7 The planning system has an inherent status quo bias and risk aversion, 

reflecting the incentives on property owners to oppose changes they perceive may 

put the value of their assets or character of their neighbourhood at risk, and the 



  

 

avenues open to them to pursue their interests; the pressure placed on councils not 

to set rules and policies that enable development; and an overemphasis in the 

implementation of the RMA on managing or avoiding adverse effects, which does 

not sit well with the dynamic nature of urban environment 

HfHChch applauds the Productivity Commission’s recognition of some of the inhibiting 

factors to development which would have knock-on effects on housing availability and 

prices. 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, Habitat for Humanity Christchurch applauds the Productivity Commission's 
inquiry and its focus on looking into how to improve the planning system in order to provide 
well-functioning cities to improve the wellbeing of their occupants. We hope that our 
submission can be a supportive force in ensuring that New Zealand can drastically increase 
the number and diversity of affordable housing stock available to homeowners and renters 
in New Zealand. 
 

 


