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Engaging the next generation of professionals, policy-makers and researchers with the 
agenda proposed in the Commission’s excellent draft report is a key challenge. Here the key 
messages from our 40 years’ studying successful change implementation are ‘good ideas with 
no ideas on how to implement them are wasted ideas’ and ‘change is not an event but a 
complex learning and unlearning process for all concerned’.  
 

It might be useful, therefore, to highlight the importance of and give active support to the 
specific initiatives which the country’s Polytechnics and Universities might take to lead on to 
enact the suggested agenda and to foster cost-effective innovation in the area. This could not 
only involve commissioning research aimed at inventing commercially viable new 
approaches to emissions reduction in economies like those of New Zealand but also calling 
for more specific attention to be given to the issues raised in the draft report in their 
curriculum. This could start with the inclusion of an undergraduate subject in all degrees 
focused on ‘inventing sustainable solutions for a low emission New Zealand’. 
 

Such a subject could build on parallel initiatives already underway around the world and 
could include a focus on some of the key new approaches to emissions’ reduction currently 
underway.  
 

These include 
• A review of successful Blue Economy Projects around the world. These 112 projects 

show proven ways of making money out of waste and can be used to inspire students 
to undertake their own blue economy project uniquely suited to New Zealand. 

• The MIT approach to building sustainability into its curriculum at every level and a 
review of its more than 70 courses on the area. 

• Using the higher education campus as a living laboratory for research and learning 
about sustainable development – similar to the Harvard’s Green initiatives and 
Western Sydney’s sustainable university rolling fund (SURF) which aim to reduce 
emissions and waste and give a positive rate of return on the funds invested.  

• Pursuing further initiatives that create sustainable, pollution-free energy sources 
which can be used to both power emission-free electricity generators and vehicles. 
One key example in this regard are the initiatives in solar and wind generated 
hydrogen. This is an area in which WSU has been involved for some time. For more 
general outlines of the latest developments in this area elsewhere see the summaries in 
Science Daily and The Guardian.   

• Commissioning students to evaluate the viability of electric vehicles. For an example 
of one student’s essay on this issue in Stanford’s Physics of Energy course see: 
http://large.stanford.edu/courses/2014/ph240/lambilliotte2/. 

 

These are only ideas of course but I hope they are of some help to the Commission as it 
finalises its report and looks at the action plan for its successful implementation. 
 
Kind regards 
Geoff Scott.   
g.scott@westernsydney.edu.au  
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