
IMMIGRATION REVIEW SUBMISSION 
 

To whom it may concern. 

 

Tena Koe. 

My name is Roy Blake and I would like to make a submission to the Productivity Commission with 

regard to the current immigration settings and what I believe should change to correct the grave 

circumstances that we face currently and in the future. 

 

I feel somewhat skeptical of the Productivity Commission being the collector of submissions and 

author of the final report as this subject requires an “all of Aotearoa” tikanga approach. Taking into 

consideration the current, historical and future immigration ‘experiments’ that have been 

undertaken in this country. Looking at our future through a ‘productivity only’ lens concerns me. It 

has an important place in the discussion, but it should not drive the discussion. 

 

I am a Maori man and am 65 years old. I have recently retired and have been spending a lot of my 

time continuing to educate myself on matters Tikanga Maori, Climate Change, our national economy 

and our current population. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The single biggest threat to Aotearoa and the world is climate change. Any discussion around an 

ideal population size for our country should be seen in this context. Our country’s climate is 

currently changing and will continue to do so. If we are lucky we may keep average warming to <2 

degrees C. There is a fairly high probability that we will exceed this. 

Our country is in the relatively lucky position of being located in an area that will receive the least 

disruption to our climate, comparitively speaking 

With this in mind it is timely that the immigration settings are being looked at seriously. Our country 

has a limited carrying capacity with regard to environmental degradation, which is currently 

worsening, even with a population of 5 million. The current housing cost and availability crisis is an 

example of reaching the social carrying capacity of the country. A population limit will allow for a 

catch up to allow the housing of all citizens. We have a unique opportunity to re-evaluate our 

current situation with regard to our population and looking forward into the future for at least the 

next century we have the chance to set up our country to manage our local resources and survive 

climate change. 

 

 

 

 



SUMMARY: 

I believe that we should set a population target for Aotearoa. Set at 5 million citizens and permanent 

residents. 

This could drift higher if overseas domiciled New Zealanders wish to resettle long term here. This 

should be the only reason for the figure of 5 million to be exceeded. We would ‘top up’ to 5 million if 

the numbers drifted lower with highly skilled migrants to fill a skills gap. 

This would give certainty to policy makers to plan for; 

- balancing the supply and demand for housing 

- setting up our health and education systems for a predictable number 

- infrastructure needs 

 

As a Maori man it is obvious to me that we lost our plce in our own country be allowing uncontrolled 

immigration in the 19th century. If we had been able to restrict immigration to a more modest 

increase we would not have lost our mana, land, whanaunatanga and rangatiratanga due to 

pressure to sell land to accommodate the wishes of the unwished for extra immigrants. 

I do not wish to see this happen again. Too many people is leading already to a loss of our unique 

national cultural identity. Also a dimishing of our formerly abundant kaimoana due to over-

exploitation from population pressures. We have to learn to live within the restraints of our local 

natural resources. As these will be all we can rely on in the climate changed future when we become 

an exxentially isolated and self sufficient country. 

 

I am very supportive of tightly controlled immigration to match a pre-determined target of 5 million. 

This will allow us to learn to adjust our economic output to adjust to a workforce of predictable size 

and make up. This will also allow our education system to specifically target thise skills gaps. This will 

in turn allow more citizens to receive training to fill those specific gaps. 

 

This is something that I feel is of utmost urgency and that we have, as I have stated previously, a 

unique opportunity to set our country up for a very scary but survivable future where resources 

globally will be in short supply. Lets not squander our wealth of natural resources relative to our 

current population by placing more pressure on them by too many people. 

 

Nga mihi, 

Roy Blake. 
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