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Introduction 
 

Every year, new migrants add an estimated $1.9 billion to the New Zealand economy. A proper 

immigration policy will have a positive impact on New Zealand's economy. However, the current 

immigration policy is saying "no" to most new immigrants. Most of you will be aware that one in 

four New Zealander workers are migrants. The reality is that New Zealand society is changing, 

and we need to be at the forefront, ensuring that New Zealand remains an attractive destination 

for workers, students, tourists, and capital. 

Migrants fill acute skills shortages, removing constraints that prevent our businesses growing. 

If we were to close off immigration entirely by 2021: 

Population would drop by 9.6 per cent 

GDP would drop by 11.3 per cent 

The available labor force would drop 10.9 per cent 

The export sector would drop by 12.9 per cent. 

It is important to highlight the economic value of Immigration here: 

New migrants add an estimated $1.9 billion to the New Zealand economy every year. 

Inbound tourists contribute $9 billion a year. 

International students contribute around $2 billion a year in foreign exchange to the economy.  

[1] 
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The current problems 
 

The main problems are as follows: 

1. Excessive wage demands. It will cause manpower shortage in some industries, such as 

education, medical and engineering. The national economy will decline significantly. For 

example, the $25.50 per hour wage requirement does not apply to all industries. Even, it is 

highly unlikely to happen for many shortage industries. 

2. Too strict immigration policy will lead to frequent cheating of immigrants, that is, the 

increasing difficulty of immigration will aggravate rather than slow down the exploitation of 

immigrants. Employers sell work visa and resident visas to employees at a high price directly 

proportional to the severity of immigration policy， harder the more expensive (and not 

taxable!). When most migrants' patience disappears, they will feel the New Zealand government 

is helping employers exploit them and leave. From this point of view, increasing the difficulty of 

immigration does not solve the problem of immigration exploitation and a shot of staff, but 

aggravates it. 

3. The difficulty of applying for a work visa and resident visas is too high, leading to many new 

immigrants to other countries, such as Canada. The Canadian government has decided to accept 

400000 new immigrants by 2024 to fill the labor shortage industries and improve the economy 

of some remote provinces. Even now, some immigration agencies use New Zealand as a 

negative example to promote Canadian immigration, such as the slogan "is it too difficult to 

immigrate to New Zealand? Think about Canada! ". However, immigrants are far more 

important for New Zealand's economy than Canada's. 
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Suggestions 
 

1. Cancel the employer guarantee system is the fundamental solution to immigration 

exploitation: when the scores and other requirements of employees meet the requirements, 

they can apply for a work visa or resident visa on their own. This simplified the process from INZ-

Employer-Employee to INZ-Employee. The importance of the role of the employer should be 

weakened - from necessary to cooperative. The reference qualification of colleagues or school 

can be considered. 

2. Cancel the wage limit for visa application: it is not comprehensive to simply measure a 

person's contribution to New Zealand by wage, and it is unfair to some industries. The following 

points should be reviewed: 

1) Have you ever studied in New Zealand? Is education obtained through the formal 

organization? Those who have studied in New Zealand and obtained a 3 year full-time bachelor 

degree of level 7 or above can be exempted from the wage standard. 

2) For students who have not studied in New Zealand or whose certificate is below level 7, part 

or full salary requirements are adopted. This will lead to many international students returning 

to New Zealand after covid and upgrading their academic level. The education industry is one of 

the main forces to promote economic development and provides many skilled people. Each 

Polytechnic student's annual tuition is more than $24000, and the University students are 

$44000. They will increase the economy of New Zealand. This leads to money flowing to the 

government rather than to illegal employers. Many international students choose to stay in New 

Zealand, and strict immigration policies will lead them to transfer to other countries. 

3) Age 

4) Work experience 

5) Criminal record 

6) Industry 

7) Educational transcript 

8) Reference from co-workers and tutors. 

9) Job offer 

3. Investigate and prevent poor quality schools from issuing educational certificates: graduates 

from regular schools spent a lot of time and money in New Zealand. It is unfair for poor quality 

schools to issue graduation certificates to normally absent students or even students who never 

attend classes, which leads to many undereducated people immigrating to New Zealand. 
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