
SUBMISSION ON IMMIGRATION  
 
Most people do not have the time or detailed knowledge to make submissions on 
immigration and they probably think that their views will be ignored in favour of those 
from organisations representing vested interest who make a lot of money from 
immigration. This needs to be taken into account when preparing a report. 
 
This submission is based on notes made about immigration issues when these were 
reported in the news media.  Identifying information has been removed at the 
request of the Productivity Commission.    
 
Productivity has been low in New Zealand for decades partly due to the large 
numbers of unskilled workers and their relatives who have been brought into the 
country to do low paid jobs.  The Covid-19 pandemic has forced businesses and 
farmers to improve pay rates and conditions in order to attract New Zealanders to 
take the jobs that are available. As a result, the amount paid out by the Government 
to those who are unemployed has been reduced significantly. 
 
There is no optimum level of population for a country so immigration is not essential.  
If pay rates had been  brought up to the same level as Australia and other OECD 
countries, this would have stemmed the flow overseas of well educated New 
Zealanders with good qualifications. They have often been replaced by those with 
poor or no qualifications. If immigration had been restricted to those with essential 
skills, there would not now be the huge deficits with housing, infrastructure  etc. 
 
Over the past 30  years the composition of New Zealand society has radically 
changed. This was not because the public said that they wanted it to happen but 
because organisations representing immigration consultants and vested interests 
who  were able to make a lot of money out of immigration and immigration scams 
lobbied for increased immigration.  
 
If politicians were genuinely interested in creating jobs for all New Zealanders and 
reducing unemployment, they would not allow each year tens of thousands of 
immigrants and visiting foreign workers to take jobs which could easily be done by 
New Zealand citizens if employers were prepared to offer adequate pay and 
conditions. Politicians are told by paid lobbyists that immigration will bring money into 
the country and stimulate economic activity. Political parties over the years have 
ignored the various negative consequences of some of their immigration policies. 
These include low incomes, unaffordable housing, inequality, child poverty etc.    
 
 In the 1990’s immigration consultants started encouraging thousands of Asian 
parents to pretend to be immigrants in order to get a free english education for their 
children and later benefits for themselves. As they earned no income and paid no 
income tax, their children got the maximum in student allowances. In 1995 the 

 Medical and Dentistry Schools said publicly that over half the 
students taking medicine and dentistry were New Zealand citizens but they had 
stated that they intended to return to their homes overseas after completing their 
qualifications. These comments were again repeated around 2010. If these students 
had taken out a tax free student loan they could not be made to repay it. New 
Zealand students can miss out on holiday and part-time jobs which are an important 



aspect of their education. New Zealand born students are sometimes prevented from 
taking the course they want to take by these overseas students. New Zealand 
citizens increasingly have to rely on overseas trained dentists, doctors or other 
professionals who may have inferior qualifications and training.  There is anecdotal 
evidence from residence living close to universities and close to houses where 
overseas immigrant students are living on their own or with their mother, who may be 
on a Benefit. They may have occasional visits from overseas by a businessman 
father.  
 
It has been rare for business or entrepreneur immigrants to operate a large business 
employing staff born in New Zealand.  It would make no sense for them to move a 
business from a large low cost country where they have strong family ties to a small 
remote high cost country where they do not speak the language well and do not 
know the customs. Simply depositing a certain amount of money in a bank account 
for a short time, should not be sufficient to qualify for all the benefits of citizenship.   
 
Wealthy dairy farmers could over the past two decades have well afforded to pay 
high wages and provide good working conditions to encourage New Zealanders to 
work on dairy farms but many chose not to do this. They arranged with politicians to 
bring in thousands of lower paid workers from the Philippines and other developing 
countries to work on farms. A court case, television programmes and newspaper 
articles revealed that these workers used false papers showing that they were 
qualified herd managers to gain entry. Farmers were well aware that tropical 
countries have few dairy cows so when the scam was exposed, they arranged to 
shutdown a proposed  inquiry and for prosecution action to not be taken. The 
overseas workers send most of their earnings back home so this does not help the 
New Zealand economy. Politicians do not seem to care about this or whether 
Benefits are being paid to tens of thousands of unemployed New Zealanders who 
could otherwise have well paid jobs on dairy farms.  Nor do they seem to care that 
most of the people brought into the country will probably avoid normal immigration 
rules and end up staying  here and they and other family members they bring in 
could at some stage compete for low paid labouring jobs or become a burden on the 
taxpayer.     
 
News media reported that in India immigration consultatnts charged large sums to 
families for fake documents and worthless education courses in New Zealand. They 
were told that a student would be allowed to work here and would be given a 
business qualification. They could then pay for a job as a Manager of a dairy or 
takeaway shop and so would qualify as a skilled immigrant. Once that happened 
they could bring in their extended family.  Some of the operators of these education 
scams are recorded as having made donations to a political party. Presumably this 
was to ensure that no action would be taken when complaints were received. 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 



 
The family reunification scheme should not continue except in exceptional 
circumstances. Far too many people have been brought in who drive up housing 
costs and make little or no contribution to the country and end up costing taxpayers a 
lot for Benefits, health and superannuation. The main purpose of the scheme 
appears to have been to get future votes for political parties. 
 
The RSE scheme which allows Pacific Islanders to carry out seasonal work here is 
worthwhile for both parties and should continue. 
 
Politicians have known about immigration scams for a long time but they have been 
told that they will get the benefits of a short term boost in economic activity resulting 
from immigration so they are happy to leave future politicians to deal with any long 
term housing, health, superannuation and other costs. 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS  
 
Immigration policies over the past few decades have been wide open to abuse and 
for the most part have not served the best interests of the country. 
    
If immigration is to benefit the community and future generations, immigrants need to 
be restricted to those with qualifications and skills that are equivalent or superior to 
those that are available here. 
 
A separate immigration agency needs to be established and be independent of 
politicians, political parties and vested interests.         




